
Anna May Wong:
A Life As Inspiring As It Was Tragic
A Love As Passionate As It Was Timeless
A Loss As Profound As It Was Poetic



Anna May Wong’s story is one of a brave, talented and beautiful woman, who faced condemnation from her family and 
disdain from the country of her birth, but rose above it all.
Denied opportunity at home in America, she travelled to Europe at only 22 years of age to become one of the most famous 
and adored stars of 1920’s & 30’s cinema.
At the height of her fame, she and British song & screenwriter, Eric Maschwitz, de�ed convention and embarked on a 
passionate, life de�ning love a�air.

Back in the USA, ingrained Hollywood prejudices continued to frustrate Anna May’s ambitions and as her a�air with Eric 
failed, utterly disillusioned, she travelled to China to reclaim her sense of self as proudly Chinese, �nally embracing her 
family’s heritage and culture. But through it all, she never forgot Eric, the great love of her life. And later, as Anna May’s fame 
faded and alcohol and ill health threatened to take her life, at the end her lover was back at her side. 
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Resonating Now, More Than Ever
With issues of equality, gender, race, sexuality and 

opportunity �rmly in the Hollywood spotlight, this 
story resonates more now than ever.

Now almost forgotten, Anna May was a Hollywood legend. Brilliant but often con�icted, 
she was dealing with issues way ahead of her time and challenging convention as part of 
her every day life. But as bold and con�dent as she appeared, her constant battle with 
forces both outside and within, eventually took their toll. Unable to �nd peace within 
herself and in the face of the constant challenges, she would become more and more 
dependent on alcohol.  In 1961, aged just 56 that dependency would eventually kill her.



Producer: Gareth Wiley

Gareth Wiley is a two-time Golden Globe Nominee and Best Picture Winner, who has 
worked with Oscar Winning directors, Alex Gibney and Woody Allen 

Gareth has been working as a �lm producer & executive producer since 2002.

Since then, he has produced independent feature �lms with budgets totalling over $100 
million including four with Woody Allen. Having persuaded the New Yorker to move his 
2004 movie to London the collaboration grew until in January 2009 he won a Best Picture 
Golden Globe for Woody’s “Vicky Cristina Barcelona”. This was Gareth’s second Golden 
Globe nomination in four years, having been previously nominated in 2006 for his �rst 
collaboration with Woody Allen, “Match Point”.

For two years, Gareth served as the External Examiner of the MA in Screen Writing at 
Goldsmiths Collage in London.

Gareth studied Business with Economics & Law, before starting his working life as a 
banker in February 1985.
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